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Takeshita A, Asou N, Atsuta Y, et al and
the Japanese Adult Leukemia Study
Group. Tamibarotene maintenance
improved relapse-free survival of acute
promyelocytic leukemia: a final result of
prospective, randomized,

JALSG-APL204 study.

Leukemia. 2018 Aug 9.

doi: 10.1038/s41375-018-0233-7 in press.
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Study before coming Japan

T am from Bangladesh. The hot, humid monsoon
breeze made the most beautiful greenish fairy
land with deep blue sea. People are happy, warm
and friendly. I became a medical doctor for my
warmhearted countrymen on the year 2012.
Then, I served my community to treat cardiac
diseases. In those days, I had to attend nearly 50
patients per day, which suggested how densely
populated my country is! Only treating diseases in
such a huge population is not enough. We need
new strategies like newer ideas. So, I participated
in research to understand the epidemiology and
preventive measures. I wanted to fight against
heart diseases in every possible way.

Why Hamamatsu?

As I was eagerly searching for opportunities to
learn more about heart diseases, the knowledge
from an advance land was a lucrative option.
Fortunately, I was newly married at that time
and informed by my father-in-law, who was
himself a PhD graduate from this esteemed
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Hasan Prottoy

(Ny¥y FayhA)

institute. The cardiology department was looking
for a PhD student. Thankfully, Prof. Dr. Hideharu
Hayashi convinced by my approaches and told
me to join with his fellow Dr. Masao Saotome to
investigate the role of mitochondria on heart
diseases. It was an instant match and here I am at
Hamamatsu.

My Research: Role of mitochondria on Heart disease
Heart diseases are very common. With increase in
life expectancy there is increase in heart failure
patients. We prepared an animal model of
hypertension which ultimately leads to heart
failure. Our studies show that mitochondrial
dynamics are related to such conditions. The
results suggested some very new insight. We
already published our results in a well-known
cardiology journal.

Hamamatsu Life

Life in Hamamatsu is undoubtedly very busy, but
also very content. I am indebted to my mentor
Dr. Saotome and my recent professor, Prof. Dr.
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Yuichiro Maekawa for their caring. My sole
purpose was to acquire knowledge and they
provide those. My thirst for knowledge has
been satisfied.Besides, the scenic beauty of
Hamamatsu made me poetic. The enshu no
karak-kaze came to me as Van gogh's Starry
night. When I was wandering beside the fields,
the forests or the small canals, it felt like a
character from Studio Ghibli's animations.
When I met the fellow neighbors, I could feel the
warmth from their heart. Life in Hamamatsu is
very content, indeed, it provided all the social,
physical and mental support to achieve this
wanderer’s personal quest.
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