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LIFE IN JAPAN

KEEBEDR R0 e L RRAR 3 4F
NISHAT SULTANA

Japan is a friendly country to Bangladesh so
we have heard about Japan many times. In
my mind Japan was a country of blooming
cherry, another picture was the dolls like
girls wearing colorful kimono. Although we
have heard about Japanese first rate modern
technologies still very little was known to me

about the culture and lifestyle here.

Three years have passed since we came here.
In 2007 on October when we start from the
Nagoya airport to hamamatsu I was a little
bit worried about the Japanese life style and
in the same time I was also excited about the
new place as it was the first time for me to
live outside the country. Day by day we start
meeting the Japanese people in the university,
in shops and other places and their generosity,
warmth welcome give me a home like feeling
here. At first the windy winter was little bit
bitter for us, but now a day we become used to

with this weather.

Before coming here I heard about Japanese
sticky rice, green tea and sushi. I think taking
green tea is the secret Japanese people are
living healthy life for so long time. For the
first few months we had a real difficulty in
taking Japanese food. But bit by bit we were
accepting the Japanese food and now we are
big fan of Japanese food although we miss the

Bangladeshi food a lot.

Here in Japan all the different region have

their own customs, history and food style.
When we visit some places all of them have
their own different food items. Japanese people
could successfully keep all their traditions and
cultures in this modern society. They reserved
all their good customs from the past, side by
side they are using the outstanding modern

technology for making their life easier.

Japanese people are very respectful about
their job and they are also respectful to others
job. In my view they are one of the most
decent nations in the world. Whenever I had
the opportunity to have close contact with
Japanese people I found everybody is working
so consciously and in a very organized way. I
never found any hesitations in them to do any
kind of work in their work places which they

were asked to do.

People here in Japan are very helpful to others.
The most attractive thing for me is in the cover
of an extremely modern lifestyle the people
here still retain their hospitality, generosity
and the worm heart. Whenever we face some
problem the Japanese people always help as
much as they can. Here we met some excellent

people and we will remember them for lifetime.

The primary and secondary school education
system has an excellent framework so that the
every child gets a good start in life. Children
here are more focused and the government also
is taking many promotions so that all children
can get good facilities. As my two daughters
are going to the hoikuen, I got the chance to
know about the activities in the hoikuen. In
the hoikuen the children are getting very good
training and stimuli’s which help them for the
rest of their life. Here the babies become self
dependent from very early age. The senseis

in the hoikuen are very energetic and sincere

_24_



about the child. We are also enjoying the
different cultural and sports program in the
hoikuen where all the very little babies are

performing nicely.

At first the Japanese language was the main
problem for us to live here in Japan. So I had a
deep desire to learn the Japanese language, but
I had a limited opportunity. My daughters were
going to the hoikuen and they were learning
Japanese from there. It was a good opportunity
for me and I start learning from them. We
are also watching TV to learn the Japanese
language. After learning the Japanese language

although not so much, now life becoming easier.

Our two daughters are real fan of Japanese
NHK channel child programs and we also
like these programs. They are also fond of
some world famous Japanese animation and
cartoon movies like-my neighbor tottoro, ponyo,
doraemon, mononoke hime, spirited away etc.
Sometimes we are watching some Japanese
movie to know the Japanese people closely and
to know the Japanese culture and histories.

Among them which touched me most are the

movie “Tokyo story” and the animation movie
“Grave of the firefly”.

The cherry blossom is the most amazing
thing here. When for the first time I saw it
here it was a wonderful experience. Before
we only have seen it in pictures but the real
cherry blossom is completely different to
enjoy. Another thing which attracts me is the
mountains covered by colorful trees. We are
also enjoying the different matsuris. Every year
we went to see the kite flight and the pulling

car.

Living outside the country is challenging but
it gives the chance to know about different
nations and also we could feel our country in
the context of the outside world. Sometimes we
find some better way to solve the problem of
our own country. Day by day we start loving
many things here. The most precious souvenir
we got here is our younger daughter. As this
is the birthplace of her so we will remember
this time and place for our lifetime. The time
we have passed here would be an unforgettable

memory for us in future.
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