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International Service-learning

in Nicaragua

VIR TVATA—V
wo AmeeEam s ez Christine Kuramoto

I teach medical English and am always
trying to think of ways for students to
actively use the language they are learning.
The International Service-learning in
Nicaragua team trips began from my hope
to give the students an opportunity to work
with English speaking health care workers
to actually help a community. I also wanted
students to be able to use the knowledge
they were gaining in their medical classes
to help people in a community that really
needed the medical skills and knowledge
the students have. Service-learning is a
type of learning that offers both the
recipient (in this case the villagers in San
Ramon Nicaragua) and the students to gain
something very important from the
experience.

In Nicaragua, we support the work of
Corner of Love (COL), an NPO based in
the USA and Nicaragua (Central America)
that focuses on bringing healthcare to the
impoverished villages of the San Ramon
area. Each year, we spend about one week
in Nicaragua and participate in 4 clinics
during our stay. We usually carry out three
mobile clinics in rural locations, setting up
the clinic in a church or school in a village.
Our 4th clinic is now held at the Plaza de
Bondad, near La Lima River which was
built by COL and completed in 2015. In

addition to our team, COL
hosts teams from the USA,
Canada, and Bermuda to
provide healthcare to more
than 50 villages throughout
the year. It is great to know
that there are always teams
before and after us that
continue to provide for the
villagers when we aren’t
there.

Students of all levels can participate in a
team to Nicaragua because there are many
jobs to do. Some of the jobs we undertake
do not require any medical knowledge,
such as playing with the children that are
waiting at the clinic, selecting clothing
items to give to families in need, running
messages between the medics and the
pharmacy workers, and measuring patients’
height and weight. Other jobs require more
medical knowledge, such as examining
patients, taking blood pressure, prescribing
medicines, and filling prescriptions in the
pharmacy. It takes many hands to run a
mobile clinic, so there is something for
everyone to do!

Our next trip in 2018 will be my 10th trip
to Nicaragua. I never imagined that I
would get a chance to be a part of an
amazing experience like the Nicaragua
service-learning trip for so many years. I
have seen how this trip has been a life
changing experience to students and
continues to bring so much hope to the
people of Nicaragua through the ongoing
efforts of COL.

My dream to take my students out into the
world and let them see how much they
can connect and communicate with others
and how they can work to make the world

a little bit better for someone in need has
come true!
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My research:Developmental Origin of Health and
Disease: (DOHaD)

My research is based on the concept of DOHaD.
International society of DOHaD promotes
research on fetal origin of non-communicable
diseases. In Japan recently NAFLD (Non
Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease) has become a
potential public health issue and we propose
malnutrition environment in utero might play
causative role upon this. It has been reported that
due to strong desire to be slim, Japanese young
women tends to control their body weight very
strictly resulting in inadequate weight gain during
their gestational period. I am doing epigenetic
analysis to clarify the underlying pathophysiology
and influence of maternal nutrition over future
outcome. Through this study we hope to develop
a possible curative intervention in early stage
among high risk group to develop metabolic
syndrome.

Before Japan
After my graduation I was working at RADDA
MCH-FP Center located in Dhaka, Bangladesh. I
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Developmental Origins of Health and Disease
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was a trainer of social health care workers on
nutrition and also as a doctor to manage severe
and moderate malnutrition in children. Now I can
co-relate my research to my past experience and
how my country needs improvement in this
sector.

How is Bangladesh?

Bangladesh is one of the youngest countries with
rapidly progressing economy, with a population of
160million in an area smaller than Honshu island
of Japan. We possess similar culture and tradition
like Japan, such as food habit based on rice or
afternoon tea like black and Ceylon. Our
hospitable and friendly people welcome guest
with same warmth as here. World’s longest sea
beach, “Cox’s Bazar” and largest mangrove forest,
“Sundarbans” are the most popular tourist spots
among the foreigners.

Why I am in Hamamatsu?

I was living in Hamamatsu when my father Prof.
Dr. Abdul Halim was a PhD student under the
supervision of Prof. Dr. Naohiro Kanayama and
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belated Prof. Dr. Toshihiko Terao 20 years ago. I
was lucky to get acquaintance with these great
researchers and friendly persons. I always wished
I could visit Hamamatsu again and meet all my
old friends to recapitulate my old memories.
Never knew my dream will come true by
becoming a PhD student myself in this same
institute.Fortunately last year when my father
came back to Japan for a lecture in this university,
I also presented my research in a scientific
congress in front of him.
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